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New for 2007:  
Beacon Basins at 

Janet’s and Francie’s Cabins

 By early 2007, visitors at Francie’s and Janet’s Cabins will 
have a new means to hone their search skills using avalanche rescue 
equipment; a Beacon Basin will be installed at each hut.  Summit Huts 
is excited to be able to offer this unique opportunity to our hut visitors; 
currently there are roughly 50 Beacon Basins installed throughout North 
America and Europe and we are the first in the U.S. to install Beacon 
Basins at backcountry huts.  Hut users are a great target group to 
encourage to be proficient with rescue equipment, and this is a very user 
friendly way to practice with beacons and probes.  

 So what exactly is a Beacon Basin?  A Beacon Basin is a 
training tool developed by Backcountry Access (BCA) to simulate 
an avalanche debris field in which the user attempts to find buried 
avalanche victims (transmitters) using his or her avalanche beacon.  Our 

Beacon Basins will consist of four and six 
permanently buried transmitters that are 
wired to a central control panel, where 
they can be turned on and off remotely.  
The user decides how challenging a 
scenario they wish to work on, with 
one transmitter on being the easiest 
and all on being the most challenging.  
The buried transmitters are not actual 
beacons and will not work if removed 
from their wiring.  There will be detailed 
instructions and a user log book at each 

cabin..      

 Thanks to Scott Toepfer and 
BCA for making this happen.  For more 
information on Beacon Basins, including 

locations, please visit www.bcacces.com/beaconbasin.

Control panel for an 11 transmitter system--Summit 
Huts will install a one 6 and one 4 transmitter system 
at Francie’s and Jane’t’s.    A toggle switch controls how 
many transmitters are “on” (transmitting) at any time, 
thereby controlling how difficult a scenario the user is 
working on.  
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Letter From The President

Connections

 The word “connections” has many connotations in the non-profit 
world.  It is often thought of as “who can we ask for the next big donation”, 
“who do we know that can help us”, or how do we “connect” with our 
community.  All of these connotations are helpful in the life of Summit 
Huts Association.  However, lately I have been reminded of another 
simpler context for “connections”.  That is, our connection with friends and 
acquaintances from the past and present.  No agenda, no needs, no wants, 
just a positive reflection upon the people in our lives.

 This fall I had the pleasure of re-connecting with Kate Dernocoeur.  
Kate is one of our major donors for Janet’s Cabin and I thought of her many 
times as I was helping with chores there.  Kate sounded good and well.  She 
is a gracious and selfless person who is Janet Boyd Tyler’s daughter.  Janet 
Boyd Tyler is the namesake of Janet’s Cabin.  My time at Janet’s Cabin this 
fall allowed me to reflect upon this wonderful person and reach out and 
reconnect with her.

 Dr. Ben Eiseman and his lovely wife, Mary, were another form of 
“connection” for many of us at this years Backcountry Ball.  Ben was 
instrumental in the early days of the Summit Huts Association both as a fund 
raiser and as an organizational whirlwind who helped us all in making sure 
our fledgling organization got off the ground.  Ben was a great connector for 
us and introduced me to Mr. Chuck Froelicher in 1988, the then executive 
director of the Gates Family Foundation.  I was privileged to reintroduce 
myself to Mr. Froelicher this past November and personally thank him 
for his and the Gates Family Foundation’s significant early support of the 
Summit Huts Foundation.

 In conclusion, I believe that this is a time of year when we should all 
take time to reflect on all of the positive “connections” which have enriched 
our lives.
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 It’s now December and another ski season is upon us.  From the operations perspective, the great 
push in the months leading to get the huts ready for opening day are busy times, once December rolls 
around, it’s time to take a little breather.  This summer and fall were pretty typical for SHA, we had no 
major projects that we had to rush to complete like we did last year with the Francie’s basement remodel.   

 After a week long delay due to a major snowstorm, helicopter day was on September 24.  This 
year’s edition of heli day featured a K-Max heavy lift ship that is capable of ferrying loads of up to 3500 
pounds to the hut.  We found it difficult to fill our cargo nets with enough wood to take advantage of the 
machine’s capacity until we began to string two nets together.  This made quick work of the wood pile, but 
meant that the crews at either end of the operation had to really hustle to keep up with the machine.  As 
always, we ow so much to our volunteers who worked very hard in snowy conditions.  

 Another change in heli day this year was that we used Copper Mountain as a staging area instead of 
Climax mine property.  We were a bit concerned that the extra distance between would increase the flight 
time (and thus the expense), but it turned out to be about the same turn around time and we came in under 
budget.  Thanks to the folks at Copper Mountain for allowing us to use the ski area, we look forward to 
working with them again next year.  

 On July 13, 2007, Janet’s Cabin will open for summer use for the first time in the history of the 
hut.  It has been a two year process working with the Forest Service, Colorado Department of Wildlife and 
US Fish and Wildlife to make sure that we do it right.  We are very excited to be able to provide this great 
opportunity for folks to use the hut and experience beautiful Guller Creek valley in the summer time.  It 
will be a short season, only six weeks to protect the wildlife in the area during their critical times, but it 
will be a spectacular time to stay at the hut!

Operations Update
Mike Zobbe, SHA Operations Manager

Volunteer Appreciation Hut Trip Moved to 
Saturday Night 

 This year, the Volunteer Appreciation Hut Trip will be taking place on the night of Saturday, 
April 14, 2007 and we’ll be headed up to Francie’s Cabin for what we hope will be some incredible 
spring skiing.  For the past few years, we have recieved feedback that the midweek trip to Janet’s Cabin 
was not feasible for many people, especially when it followed so closely after the midwinter volunteer 
work days at Janet’s and Francie’s.  It’s taken a while, but we’ve paid attention!  

 The Volunteer Appreciation trip is open to anyone who has volunteered within the past year, and 
does not count against the Hutmasters’ Quarters certificates that one earns as a volunteer.  No manual 
labor is involved, this is a big thank you to all the volunteers who keep this organization running, we 
could not do it without you.  Please contact us at the office to sign up.      
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 The calendar says we are nearing the end of another year.  We would like to thank all those people 
that have contributed of their time and money during the past year.  The contributions of our hut users, 
volunteers, event participants, and donors, allow us to provide the high level outdoor experience you have 
come to expect.  We could not do it without your support.

 As you work your way through your holiday gift list and year-end planning, we hope you will 
consider an end of year gift to Summit Huts.  Your cash contribution, made before December 31st, may be 
deductible for 2006 income tax purposes.  Also, you may direct your donation to the Summit Huts General 
Fund or to our new Hut Development Fund.  Donations to the Development Fund will be used for the 
identification and development of future hut sites in Summit County.

 As we approach the lottery, bringing the first reservations for the 2007/2008 season, you will 
undoubtedly notice a few changes in the fee structure for the Summit Huts.  Having not increased hut user 
fees in more than five years while watching costs increase yearly, the board of directors has approved a 
small rate increase effective for the 2007/2008 winter season.  Janet’s and Francie’s Cabins will now be 
$31/person/night, the Section House will be $28/person/night and Ken’s Cabin will remain at $69/cabin/
night for up to 3 people.  This rate increase is necessary for us to continue providing a high quality hut 
experience for our users and also for the organization to remain fiscally sound. 
 
 Thank you again for a wonderful 2006.  May 2007 bless you with deep snow, sunny days, and many 
safe trips into the Colorado backcountry.

Treasurer’s Report
Bill Souba, SHA Treasurer

 The 5th Annual Backcountry Ball was held at The Bergenhof Restaurant in Breckenridge on Saturday, 
October 21.  The Backcountry Ball was well attended, no one appeared to be deterred by the snowy weather, 
distant satellite parking lots and many flights of stairs.  There were many different interpretations of “hut 
evening wear”, dressed up silk robes, flannel pjs, and plain old long underwear; we do appreciate the fact that by 
all appearances and aromas it seemed to be clean.  
 
 Despite the mainly dressed down appearance of the Backcountry Ball, Summit Huts did have some 
important business to attend to.  For the third year, Summit Huts had an Honored Guest at the Backcountry 
Ball.  This Honored Guest is someone who has made significant contributions to Summit Huts and/or to skiing 
in Colorado.  In the past two years, Trygve Berge, Edna and Max Dercum, Freda Neiters, Olav Pederson, and 
Sigurd Rockne have been recognized.  This year SHA recognized Dr. Ben Eiseman with an Honorary Lifetime 
membership for his many contributions to this organization.  As noted in John Warner’s letter, Dr. Eiseman was 
key in the initial organization of Summit Huts.  We were very pleased Dr. Eiseman could be with us.   
 
 The Backcountry Ball is SHA’s only fund-raiser of the year, and it was a successful on that front as well, 
raising over  $13,000 for the organization, including over $5,500 for our Educational Scholarship Fund.  Thanks 
to everyone who helped pull this off again this year, especially to our presenting sponsor, the Breckenridge 
Ski Resort, also to Alpine Bank, Jeffrey Bergeron, Breckenridge Brewery, John & Neide Cooley, Krystal 93, 
Maggie Lifland, Roanne Miller, Dan & Barb Munyon, Rich & Maryann Rowley, Summit Daily News, Dr. John 
G. Warner, DDS,  the many auction donors, and last but not least, the volunteers who ran the evening without a 
hitch.  Hope to see you all again next year!

SHA Wraps Up Another Successful Backcountry 



Life Hut Tripper 
($1000 or more)
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Hut Nut ($50-$99)
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Jana Hlavaty
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Family & Individual ($25-$49)
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The Summit Huts Association is a Colorado non-profit 501(C)(3) tax-exempt corporation (I.D. # 84-1072451) dedicated to providing venues for educational, community and 
professional programs and refuge to self-propelled backcountry recreational users.  All donations are tax deductible as allowed per extent of  the law
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Friends of Summit Huts 
December 1, 2005 - December 1, 2006

The generosity of  all our contributors is key to the success of  our organization.  We apologize if  we missed anyone.  Please notify us of  any errors or omissions.
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This newsletter copyright 
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All rights reserved.

Summit Huts Association operates Janet’s Cabin, Francie’s 
Cabin, The Section House & Ken’s Cabin under special use 
permit with the Forest Service, USDA.  SHA is an equal 
opportunity provider.

Hut Reservation Information
Availability: www.summithuts.org    Hut Reservations: 970-925-5775 

Check out the web page for hut availability, volunteer opportunities, photo albums, and other good information.  Hut 
rates for the 2006/2007 season will not change at Summit Huts.  Rates are $28/person/night at Janet’s & Francie’s 
cabins, $26/person/night at the Section House, and $69/night (up to 3 people) for Ken’s Cabin. Rates at the 10th 
Mountain Division Huts are $28/person/night. Rates at other hut systems range from $26-$36/person/night.

 Summit Huts Baseball Caps
   

100% cotton
Available in 

Black, Pink & Tan 
Logo Colors:

Black cap logo is Red, White and Black 
Pink cap logo is Pink, White, and Black
Tan cap logo is Red, White, and Black

$20.00 each
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January 6 - 8
Level 1 Avalanche Course 

Francie’s Cabin

January 20 - 22
Level 1 Avalanche Course

Janet’s Cabin

February 15
Volunteer Work Day

Francie’s Cabin

February 24
Volunteer Work Day

Janet’s Cabin

April 14
Volunteer Appreciation 

Hut Trip 
Francie’s Cabin 

April 30
 Section House 
& Ken’s Cabin

Close for winter

May 13
Janet’s & Francie’s Cabins 

close for winter

July 1
Francie’s Cabin 

Opens for summer

July 13
Janet’s Cabin

Opens For Summer

Summit Huts Calendar
January - July 2007

Summit Huts Association
Winter 2006/2007 Newsletter


